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HK Government’s Middle East Respiratory Syndrome Response System (MERS) HKBU’s corresponding actions 
Alert Response Level: activated when there is confirmation of sporadic or clusters of human case(s) of 
MERS coronavirus (MERS-CoV) OUTSIDE Hong Kong 
Government actions: 
 Monitor outbreaks situation overseas  

 Liaison with international health authorities for latest information and expert advice 

 Conduct investigation and contact tracing of suspected cases of MERS 

 Enhance capacity in laboratory diagnostic services and enhance laboratory surveillance on MERS-CoV  

 Issue guidelines and health advice to residential institutions, schools and the general public 

 Inspect and review stock of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

 Enhance dissemination of health message to travellers and assess inbound travellers with infection 

symptoms 

Task Force on MERS (Task Force): Environmental Health and Safety 
Committee (EHSC) chaired by VPAS assumes the role of the Task Force. 
 To activate Task Force on MERS (EHSC)  

 To review contingency plan (Task Force)  

 To send out precautionary measures and guidelines (EHS/EO, CPRO)  

 To increase disinfection frequency for public facilities, e.g. toilets, lifts, 

lobbies, classrooms, lecture theatres etc. (EO)  

 To re-stock the appropriate amount of PPE such as facemasks, gloves and 

disinfectants, etc. (EHS/EO, FO)  

 To closely monitor the latest development and implement further actions as 

listed below if necessary (Task Force)  

Serious Response Level: activated when there is confirmation of sporadic or a few small clusters of 
human case(s) of MERS-CoV IN Hong Kong but without sustain human-to-human transmission or MERS that 
is capable of efficient human-to-human transmission, spreading in an area that has insignificant trade and travel 
relationship with Hong Kong. 
In addition to the above actions: 
 Enhance surveillance activities for public and private hospitals and put contacts under medical surveillance 

and/or quarantine  

 Hospital Authority will enhance infection control measures, including restricting visitors and using 

enhanced protective gear 

 Consider to designate clinics for triaging patients with relevant symptoms and isolate and treat confirmed 

cases in designated hospitals 

 Educate the public on use of PPE and practices 

 Strengthen public communication by setting up telephone hotline and regular briefing to the press 

In addition to the above measures: 
 To activate e-Bulletin Board for MERS on HKBU Homepage for 

dissemination of relevant information (EHS/EO, CPRO)  

 To further increase frequency of disinfection for public facilities (EO)  

 To commence selling facemasks on campus (FO)  

 To strongly recommend mask-wearing for high risk activities (Task Force)  

 To provide temperature checking facilities where appropriate (EO)  

 To follow up suspected or confirmed cases when situation arises (EHS/EO)  

 To enforce isolation policy and carry out other necessary disinfection 

measures (PERS, EHS/EO)  

Emergency Response Level: activated when there is evidence of human-to-human transmission causing 
sustained community level outbreaks IN Hong Kong or in a place with considerable level of trade and travel 
relationship with Hong Kong. 
In addition to the above actions: 
 Monitor daily number of detections of MERS-CoV 

 Require travellers undergo temperature check  

 Assess the need for closure of schools, public places, stopping public gatherings and curtailing non-essential 

activities and services 

In addition to the above measures: 
 To enforce mask -wearing for all indoor activities (Task Force)  

 To discourage any conferences or unnecessary group activities during the 

high risk period (Task Force)  

 To prepare for the possibility of class suspension if warranted (Task Force) 

 


